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realized in France under the Third Republic through
the efforts of Jules Ferry and has still to be realized
in England. He was the first eminent Frenchman
to champion the rights of women and to propose a
scheme of co-education ; and in his thorough grasp
of the fact that a sound democratic polity must
necessarily depend upon a good system of national
education he exhibited a truth which did not become
the common property of the country till it was preached
from a hundred platforms by the organ voice of
Gambetta.

Yet the Constitution which Condorcet devised for
the French Republic contains every defect which an
unflinching pursuit of the principle of popular
sovereignty is calculated to produce. The supreme
executive council of the state was to consist of seven
ministers elected by the primary assemblies and
changing its president every fortnight. A president
chosen on the American plan would not only be too
powerful; he would be demoralizing. He would
excite respect and deference for his person ; feeble
imaginations would forget the office in the man ;
and blind instincts of personal devotion would
supersede the exclusive use of enlightened reason,
" A man, the living image of the law " : such words
were void of sense and devised on the assumption
that man is to be governed not by reason but by
seductive fiction. So Condorcet proposed that the
President of the French Republic should hold office
for a fortnight. As for the legislature it was to be
chosen for one year by universal suffrage. A legis-
lature, however, even in the course of a year, may
cease to represent the general will. To meet the
difficulty two expedients had been discussed. The